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| The late Parliament being diſſolved by his Majeſties Proclamation, Writs were forth- 
| with Iſſued out by his Majeſties Command, for Eleitins New Members, to meet at 
Weſtminſter, the 6th of Murch, 1678. And the Hccorable Houſe of Commons 
being met accordingly, Choſe Mr, Seymour their Speaker, and Adjearned till next 
day in the Afternoon, 


MAaRrcuH 7th. 1678; 


H E Commons met about Three of the Clock in tlie Afterncon; 
and about Four, the Uther of the Black Rod came down with a 
Meſſage for them to attend His Majeſty in the Houſe of Lords; 
where, they being come, His Majeſty fitting in his Robes and 
Crown upoti his Head, Mr. Seymour informed His Majeſty; 
That he having been graciouſly pleaſed to give leave cothe Houſe 
of Commons to "ypc them a Speaker, they had unanimouſly pitcht upon him 
for their Speaker, aHtd that he was willing to ſerve His Majeſty and them to the ut- 
moſt of his power ; To which His Majeſty made no Ariſwer, but the Lord Chan» 
ccllour ſtood up, and made a Speech to this effect. | 
That if His Majeſty ſhould alwayes accept a Perſon pitcht upori by the Houſe 
of Commons, then it would be no great Fayour to be Choſen a Speaker, and there- 
fore His Majeſty, as being the belt Judge of Perſons and Things; thought fit ts 
except againſt Mr, Seymour, as being fitly qualified for other Services and Imploy- 
ments, withour giving any Reaſon to the Perſons Chooſing, or the Perſon Choſen, 
and therefore ordered them to pitch upon ſome other Perſon by to Morrow Eleven 
of the Clock, to be preſented to His Majeſty for His Approbation. 
The Commons immediately returned back to their own Houſe, where Sir Fobs 
Earnly ſtood up and acquainted them, he hadOrder from his Majeſty to recommend 
Sir Thomas Mzers unto them to be their Speaker, as a Perſon well known in the 


Method and Practice of Parliaments, and a Perſon that he thought would be very 
: Ta . 
Acceptable and Serviceable to them, | 
j The Houſe in a Great Heat, cryed out, No, No; 
Q Then ftood up Mr., Sacheverel, and ſaid, It was never known that a Perſott 


ſhould be excepted againſt and no Reaſon at all given, and therefore concluded, 
That it was done on purpoſe to gratifie ſome particular Perſons, for Mr, Seymout 
was a Man who performed the Service formerly without Complaint ; And as he 
would not conſent to the prejudice of one Hair of the Crown or Prerogative, ſo he 
will not. infringe the Liberty of che People in parting with the leaſt of their Juſt 
Rights. s | 
, ©» Mr. Williams. | 

This ſeems to be a Queſtion of Right ; for above 1 00 years paſt,ithath not been 
known that any Speaker, preſented ro the Kings or Queens of Exgland,were ever 
excepted againſt withour ſome Reaſon given, or for ſome great Cauſe, andthe 
thing in ir {elf of preſenting him to the King (as he humbly conceived ) was but a 


bare Complement, and if we ſhall ſuffer this, we ſhall be put upon it daily ; Let's 
Adjourn for the preſear. | | 


Sir Thomas Clarges. 


There were Parliameats long before there were Speakers choſen, and afterwards 
for the eaſe of the Houſe among themſelves they pircht upon a Speaker : Beſides, 
I can prove not long fince, when Parliaments have Adjourned themſelves de die i 
diem, for fourteen days together, without any Speaker among them ,, and the 
Clerk of the Houſe always pur the Word for Adjournment. — Gentlemen, All 


oat Lives and Liberties are preſerved by this Houſe, and therefore we ate to pre- 
ſerve the Liberties of it. A2 4a x3 eters 


” 
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| Mr. Garraway, | ; | 

If you admit this, you will admit any thing : If Mr. Sexmour be rejefted from 
bring Speaker, and no reaſon given, pray who muſt chooſe a Speaker, the King, or 
us* it's plain not us. I remember, when Popham was Speaker he was rejected, but 
the Reaſon was given, Becauſe he had been wounded, and was fickly ; And ano- 
ther lately for not being able to endure by reaſon of diſabilicy of Body : 'but ho- 
thing of this " be objected againſt Mr. Seymour, he being an approved Perſon, by 


his Majsſty the 

.- Sir Thomas Lee. 

I cannot forget how we addreſſed our ſelves to His Majeſty the laſt Parliament, 
as fearing his Perſon to be in dahger, by reaſon of the Plot; but we reccived no An- 
ſwerat all in a whole Week; from Monduy to Monday ; that we were immiediatly 
Prorogued unexpectedly, and a little after Diflolved as unexpeRedly, And I 
ſuppoſe the ſame perſons that gave that Advice,gave this alſo. To except againſt a 
Speaker without giving a Reaſon, is to do any thing that mg ſet us together by 
the Ears, and then they have their deſigned Ends, But F ſhall not conſent to 
part with the leaſt Right that belovgs to my Country, for whom 1am choſen a 
Repreſentative, 

Colonel Birch, 

He that Adviſed this, will readily adviſe more T'le warrant you; this is only 4 
Bone caſt in among us ; I thought we could not have ubliged his Majeſty more 
than to pitch vpon a Privy Counſellour to be Speaker of this Houſe, and one in ſo 
great Favour with His Majeſty, and in ſeveral great Offices and Imployments un- 
der him. : Beſides, yeſterday he- was at White Hall, after we had choſen him Speak- 


aſt Parliament. 


er, to acquaint.his, Majeſty with it, and then' his Majeſty was very well pleaſed _ 


with the choice ; And for the Truth of this,I appeal to Mr, Sey1onr himſelf: But 
this ill Advice is given fince, by ſome I fear,'too near the King, I ſhall not touch 
npon Prerogative, but lets think upon Adjournment at preſent. | 

Mr, Powel.. 

This is an Ominous thing, to ſtumble at the Threſhold before we are in the 
Houſe ;. but tits Advice muſt proceed from ſome who are too near the King, and 
fearful'we ſhould agree : but I hope there is no Man here a Repreſetitative of - his 
Country,thart is fearful 6f Speaking his Mind boldly, in favour of thoſe whom he 
Repreſents, nor-yet afraid of being Diffolved ; it i: be ro Morrow, for Main- 
taining the Right of thoſe who Chole them tofit here for them. I will not Invade 
Prerogative ; neither-will 1 conſent to the infringement of the leaſt Liberty of my 
Country. Burt let us do nothing Haſtily, but conſider Prefidents, and Adjourn 
our ſelves till to Morrow 9 a Clock : To which the whole Houſe agreed. - 


Lune 24 Die Martij, 1679. 


Reſolved, Nemine contra dicente, | | 
H AT. this Houſe doth declare, that they are fully ſatisfied by the Proofs 
they have heard, That there now is, and for divers Years laſt paſt hath been, 
a Horrid and Treaſonaþle Plot and Conſpiracy, Contrived and Carried on by thoſe of 


., the Popiſh Religion, for the Murthering of His Majeſties ſacred Perſon, and for 


Subverting the Pcoteſtatit Religion, and che Antient and well cſtabliſhed Govern- 
ment of this Kingdom. | 
As. © 4 May, 11th. 1676, 
Reſolved, Nemine contradicente, That this Houſe will ſtand by his Majeſty, with their Lives 
and Fortunes. . And that if it ſhall happen. that if his Majeſty ſhall be taken away by any un- 
timely Death ( which God forbid ) This Houſe will avenge the ſame to the utmoſt upon the 
Papiſts, | _- The 


» - (2) 


Articles of Impeachment of High Treaſon, and other high Crimes and 
Offences, againſt William” Earl of Powis, Willam Viſcount Staf- 
tord, Henry Lord Arundel of Wardour, William Lord Petre, 
and John Lord Bellaſis, now Priſoners in the Tower, 


T Hat for many years now laſt paſt, there hath been contriv'd 
and carryed on a 'Tcaiterous and Execrable Conſpiracy 
and Plot within this Kingdom of England, and other pla» 
_ ces, toalter, change, and ſubvert the ancient Government and 
Laws of this Kingdom and Nation, and to ſuppreſs the true Re- 
hg1on therein eſtabliſhed, and to extirpate and deſtroy the Profeſ- 
ſorsthereot ; which faid Plot and Conſpiracy was contrived and 
carryed on indivers places, and by ſeveral wayes and means, and 
by a great number of Perſons of ſeveral Qualitics and Degrees, 
who actedtherein, and intended thereby to execute and accom- 
plih theaforeſaid Wicked and Traitcrous Deſigns and Purpoſes. 
That the ſaid William Earl of Powis, William Viſcount Stafford, 
Henry Lord Arundel of Wardour, William Lord Petre, and John 
Lord Bellic, rogether with Philip Howard, commonly called 
Cardinal of Norjolk,, Thomas White, alias Whitebread, commonly 
called Provincial of the Feſuirs in England, Richard Strange, late 
Provincial of the Jeſuits 1 England, Vincent, com 
monly called Provincial of the Dominicans in England, James 
Corker, commonly called Preſident of the Benediftines, Sir John: 
Warner alias Clare, Barronet, William Harcourt, Fohn Keines, Ni- 
cholas Blandel, Pole Edward Mico, Thomas. Beding field alias Beni- 
field, Bazill Langworth, Charles Peters, Richard Peters, John Con- 
yers, Sir George Wakeman, John Fenwick, Dominick Kelly, | 
Fitz-Gerralt, Evers, Sit Thomas Preſton, William Lo- 
well, Jeſuits, Lord Baltamore, John Carrel, John Townley, Richard 
Langhorn, William Foggarty, Thomas Penny, Matthew Medburn, Eq- 
ward Coleman, William Ireland, John Grove, Thomas Pickering, Joh 
Smith, and divers others, Jeſuits, Priefts and Fryars, and other per- 
ſons, asfalſe Traytorsto tus Mafeſty andthis Kingdom, withun the 
timeaforcſaid have Trayterouſly: conſulted, contrived and acted 
to and for the accompliſhing of the ſaid wicked, pernicious and 
Trayterous Deſigns, and for that end did moſt wickedly and 
Tratcroutlyagrec, conſpire and reſolve to Impriſon, depoſe, and 
"murther his Sacred Majeſty, aud to deprive him of his Royal 
/ State, Crown, and Dignity, and by maliciousand adviſcd ſpeak- 
ing, writing, andotherwilc, _— ſuch their Purpoſes and In- 


rentions. And 


(4) © = 


And alſo toſubject this Kingdom and Nation to the Pope and 
his Tyrannical Government. ”— 
.. And to ſeize and ſhare amongſt themſelves the Eſtates and In- 
heritances of his Majeſty's Proteftant Subjcets. 

And to cre& and reſtore Abbies, Monaſteries, and. other 
Convents and Societies, which have been long ſince by the Laws 
of this Kingdom ſuppreſt for their Superſtition and Idolarry, 
and-to deliver up a reſtore to them the Lands and Poſlcfſions 
now inveſted in His Majeſty and his Subjects by the Laws and 
Statutes of this Realm. 

- And alſo to Found and Erect new Monaſteries and Convents, 
andto remove and deprive all Proteftant Biſhops and other Eccle- 
ſiaftical Perfons from their Offices, Benefices, and Preferments ; 
and by this means to deſtroy His Majeſtics Perſon, extirpate the 
Proteſtant Religion, ayerthrow the Rights, Liberties, and Pro- 
perties of all Eli Majeſties good Subjects, ſubvert the lawful 
Government of this Kingdom, and ſubject the fame to rhe Ty- 
ranny of the See of Rome. 

| That the ſaid Confpirators and their Complices and Confe- 
derates trayterouſly had, and held, ſeveral Meetings, Aſlemblies, 
and Conſultations, wherein it was contrived and deſigned a- 
mongft them what means ſhould, be uſed, and what Perſons and 
Inſtruments ſhould be employed to murder His Majeſty ; and 
did then and there reſolve to efte&t it by poyſoning, ſhooting, 
ſtabbing, or ſome ſuch-like ways and means ; and offered Re- 
wards and Pronuſes of Advantage to ſeveral Perſons to execute 
the ſame, and hired and employed ſeveral wicked Perſons to go 
to Windſor and other places where His Majeſty did refide, tomur- 
der and deſtroy His Majeſty: which fail Perſons, or ſome of 
them, acceptcd ſuch Rewards, and undertook the perpetrating 
thereof, and did actually go to the ſaid places for that, end and 


urpoſe. 

That the faid Confpirators, the better to compaſs their Tray- 
terous Deſigns, have conſulted to raife, and have procured and 
raifed Men, Money, Horſes, Arms, and Amunition ; and alfo 
haye made application to, and treated and correſponded with, 
the Pope, his Cardinals, Nuncios, and Agents, and with other 
Foreign Munlſters and Perſons, to raife and obtain Supplics of 
Men, Money, Arms, and Amunition, therewith to make, jevy, 
and raife War, Rebellion, and Tumuks within this Kingdom, 
and to Invade the fame with Foreign Forces; and to furprize, 
ſeize, and deſtroy Hrs Majeſtics Navy, Forts, Magazines, and 
places 
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places of itrengeh within.this Kingdom : Whercupon the Cala- 
mitics of War, Murders of Innocent Subje&ts, Men, Women, 
and Children; Burnings, Rapines, Deyaſtatiohs, and other 
drcadful miſerics and miſchiets muſt ' inevitably have enſued, 
to the ruine and deſtruction of thus Nation. | 

That the ſaid Confpirators have procured; accepted, and dc- 
livered out ſeveral Inſtruments, Commiſſions, and Powers 5 
ade and granted by, or under the Pope, orother unlawful and 
ulurping Authority, to raiſe and diſpoſe of Men, Money, 
Arms, and other things neceſſary fortheir wicked and trayterous 
Deſigns; and namely,a Commulſſion to the ſaid Herry Lord A- 
rundel of IWardour, off Lord H wh Chancellor of England; tothe 
{aid 1Villiam Earl of Powis,to be Lord Treaſurer of England: A- 
nother Commuſſion to the faid John Lord Bellaſis to be General 
of the Army to be raiſed, and the ſaid William Lord Petre to be 
Licurenant General of the ſaid Army, and a Power to the faid 
iVilliam Viſqpunt Stafford to be Pay-maſter of the Army : Thar 
in order to encourage themſelves in proſecuting their ſaid wicked 
Plots, Confpixacics, and Treaſons, and to hide and hinder the 
diſcovery of the fame : and to ſecure themſelves from Juſtic® 
and puniſhment, the Confpirators aforeſaid, and Confederates® 
ave uſed many wicked and Diabolical Practiſes, (viz) They, 
did cauſe their Prieſts to Admuniſter to the-ſfaid Confprrators ari 
Oath of Secrecy,together withtheir Sacrament; and did cauſe 
cheir ſaid Prieſts upon Confeſſions to ove their Abſolutions, upon 
condition that they ſhould conceal the faid Confpiracy. | 
And whenabout the Month of September laſt Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey, a Juſtice of Peace, had, according to the Duty of his 
Oath and . Office taken ſeyeral - Examinations and Informa- 
tions Concerning the ſaid Conſpiracy arid Plot, the ſaid Con- 


 fpirators, or ſome of them, by Adyice, Aſſiſtance, Counſel and 


Inſtigationot the reſt, did iricite andprocure divers perſons to lye 
in wait and purſue the faid Sir -Edmundbury Godfrey ſeveral 
dayes, with intent to murther him, which at laſt was penetrated 
and effected by them ; for which faid horrid Crimes and Offea- 
ces Robert Green, Henry Berry, and Lawrente Hill, have ſince 
been attaited, and Dominick Kelly, and Gerald, 
and others, arefled for the ſame. + 

After which Murcher, and before the Body was found, or the 
Murther known to any but the Complices therein, the faid per- 
ſons falſly gave out that he was alive, and privately married ; and 
after the Body was found, diſperſed a falſe and malicipus Report 
that he had murthered himſelt. Which 


(.6) 

Which ſaid Murther was committed with deſign to ſtifle and ſup- 
preſs the Evidence he had taken, and had knowledge of, and to dil- 
courz$e and deter Magiſtrates, and others, from ating in the further 
diſcovery of the ſaid Plot. and Conſpiracy, for which end alſo the 
faid Sir Edmundbury Godfrey while he was alive, was by them 
their Complices, and Favourites, threatned and diſcouraged in 
his procecdings about the ſame. 

And of their turther malice they have wickedly contrived by 
many falſe ſuggeſtions, to lay the imputation and guilt of the 
aforeſaid horrid and deteſtable Crimes upon the Proteſtants, that ſo 
thereby they might eſcape the Puniſhments they have juſtly deſerv- 
ed, and expoſe the Proteſtants ro great ſcandal, and ſubjeft themro \. 
Perſecution and Oppreſſion in all Kingdoms and Coumries where * 
the Roman Religion 1s received and profeſſed. 

All which Treafons, Crimes, and Ottences above mentioned, were 
contrived, committed, perpetrated, ated, and done by the ſaid Wil- 
liam Earl of Powis, William Lord Viſcount Stafford, Henry Lord 
Arundel of Wardour, William Lord Petre, and John*Lord Bella- 
fis, and cvery of them, and others the Con{pirators atoreſaid, a- 
gainſt our Soveraign Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity, and 
2gainf the Laws and Statutes of this Kingdom, 

_ Of all which Treaſons, Crimes, and Offences, the Knights, Citi- 
zens, and Burgefſſes in PaFliament affemble4, do in the Name of them. 
ſelves, and of the Commons of England, Impeach the ſaid William 
Earl of Powis, William Viſcouut Stafford, Henry Lord Arundel of 
Wardour, William Lord Petre, and John Lord Bellofis, and every 
of them. 

And the ſaid Commons by Proteſtation, ſaving to themſelves rhe 
liberty of exhibiring at anytime hereafter any other Accuſztions or 
Impeachments againſt the ſaid William Earl of Powis, William Vil. 
count Stafford, Henry Lord Arundel of Wardour, Willian Lord 
Petre, and Zobn Lord _ and every of them, and alſo of re- 
plying to the Anſwers which they and every of*them ſhall make to / 

- the Premiſes, or any of them, or to any ather Acculation or [m. 
peachment which ſhall be by them exhibited (as the Cauſe accord- 
ing to courſe and proceedings of Parliament ſhall require) do pray 
that the ſaid William Earl of Powis, William Viſcount Stafford, Hen- 
ry Lord Aruadel of Wardour, William Lord Petre, and Jobn Lord 
Bellaſis, and every of them, may be-put to anſwer all and every of 
the Premiſes, and that ſuck Proceedings, Examinations, Tryals, 
and Judgments may be upon them, and eyery of them, had and uſed, 

© as ſhall be aprecablero Lawand Jultice, and Courſe of Parliament, 

Reſolyed cha: the 1aid Articles be ingrofled, 


UMI 


[77 
eARTICLES of IMPEACHMENT 


OF 

HIGH TREASON 
AND 

Other high Crimes, « Miſdemeanours and Offentes, againſt 


THOMAS Euwl of DANBY Lord High TRE ASU- 
RER of ENGLAND: 


As they were delivered in to the Houſe of Loyds iz the Name of the Commons of 
England, by Sir Henry Capel, Decemb. 23. 1678. 


L. 


Together with a Letter of the Lord Treaſurers to My. Montague, late 
Embaſſadour in France. 

Hat he hath Traiterouſly encroacht to himſelf Regal Power, by treating in tnatters 

of Peace and War with Forreign Miniſters and Embaſſadours, and giving lnſtru: 

Ctions to his Majeſties Embaſſadours abroad, without communicating the .to 

the Secretaries of State and the reſt of his Majeſties Council, againſt the expreſs 

Declaration of his Majeſty and his Parliament, thereby intending to defeat and overthrow 

the Proviſion that has been deliberately made'by his Majeſty and his Parliament for the Safety 
and Preſeryation of his Majeſties Kingdomsand Dominions, 


IL 


"That he hath Traiterouſly endeayonred to ſubvert the Antient and well eſtabliſhed Forni 
of Government in this Kingdom, and inſtead thereof to iritroduce an Arbitrary and Tyran- 
nical way of Government ; and the better toeffect this his purpoſe he did deſign the. raiſing of 
an Army upon pretence of' a War againſt the French King, and to continue the ſame as a 
Standing Army within this Kingdom, And an Army being ſo raiſed and no War enſuing, 
an ACt of Parliament having palt to pay and disband the ſame, and a great ſum of money 
being grantedfor that end, hedid continue the Army contrary to the ſaid Aft, and miſimploy- 

4 the ſaid money given for the disbanding, to the continuance thereof, and Iſſued out of his 
Majeſties Revenues divers great ſums ob money for the ſaid en, _ and wilfully negleCted- 
to take Security of the Pay-maſtets of the Army, as the ſaid Aft required, whereby the ſaid 
Law is eluded, and the: Army is yet continued to the great danger and unneceſſary charge of 
his Majeſty and the whole Kingdom. 

IIL 

That he Traiterouſly intending and deſigning to Alienate the hearts and afetions of his 
Majeſties good Subjects from his Royal Perſon and Government, and to hinder the meeting of 
Parliaments, and to deprive his Sacred Majeſty of their ſafe and wholſom Counſel, and there- 
by toalter the Conſtitution of the Government of this Kingdom, did _— and negotiate 2 
Peace for the French King, upon tearms diſadyantageous to the Intereſt of his Majeſty and 
his Kingdoms, for the doing whereof he did endeavour to procure a great ſum of mon 
from the French King for enabling him to maintain and carry on his faid traiterous deſigas 
purpoſes, to the hazard of his Majelties om Goverament. wp 


C87 


I 'V. | 6 


That he is Popiſhly affefted, and hath Traiterguſly concealed ( after he had notice ) the 
late horrid and bloody Plot and Conſpiracy, contrived by the Papiſts, againſt his Majeſties 
petfon and, Government: and hath ſnppreſt the Evidence and reproachfully diſcountenanced 
rw nay \ Witneſles in the Diſcovery of-it, in favour of Popery, unmediately tending ro the 
deltru@tion of the Kings ſacred Perſon and the Subverſion of the Proteſtant Religion, 


V. 


That he hath waſted the Kings Treaſure, by INaing out of his Majeſties Exchequer ſeve- 
ral Branches of his Revenue for unneceſſary Penſions and ſecret Services, to the value of 


231602 [. within two years, andthar he hath wholly diverted out of the known Method and - 


Government of the Exchequer one whole Branch of his Majefties Revenue te private Uſes, 

without any account to be made of it to- his Majeſty in his Exchequer, contrary to' the ex- 

preſs Att of Parliament, which granted the ſame, and he hath removed two of his Majeſtics 

Commilloners of that part of the Revenue , for refuſing to conſent to ſuch kis unwarran- 

- le aCtings therein, and to advance. money upon that branch of the Revenue for privats 
es | | | 


Fe es 8 VI. 


That he hath by Indireft means procured from his Majeſty to himſelf divers conſiderable 
Gifts and Grants of Inheritance, of the Antient Revenue of the Crown, even contrary to 
Acts of Parliament. 

: For which matters and things the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſles of the Commons in Par- 
liament, do in the name of themſelyes, and of all the Commons of England, Impeach the ſaid' 


Thema Earl of Danby, Lord High Treaſurer of England; of HIGH TREASON, and | 


Other high Crimes, Miſdemeanours and Offences, in the ſaid Articles contained : And the faid 
Commons by Proteſtation, faving to themſelves the liberty of exhibiting at any time here- 
after any. + Accuſatian or Impeachment againſt the ſaid Earl, and alſo of Replying to the 
Anſwers which the ſaid Thomas Earl of Danby ſhall make to the Premiſſes, or any of them, 
or any Impeachment or accuſation that ſhall be by them Exhibited, as the Caufe (according 
to Courſe and Proceedings of Parliament ) ſhall require ; Do pray-that the ſaid Thomar Earl 
' of Danby, may be put to Anſwer all and every the Premiſes, ſuch Proceedings, T' __ 
Examinations and Judgements may be upon them, and __ one of them, had and uſed, as 
ſhall be agreeable to Law and Juſtice, and that he may be ſequeſtred from Parliament, and 
forthwith. committed to ſafe Cuſtody. 


ET I 


_— — 


The Lord TREASURERS Letter to Mr. Montague, the KINGS lateEm- 
| baſſadowr ix France, March'25, 1678. 


Lord, | | | 
i my writing to you by Mr. Br;sban, the Reſolves have been altered as to the ſending 
you Infiructions (as yet) for the propoſingany thing to the French King, for the Particulars 
which will be conſented to on the part of the Confederates ( and of which this is a Copy) will 
be communicated to you by a Wore {nga yt will have no other direCtion from 
him about, them. but only thereby to be enabled to find the Pulſe of the King or his Miviſters, 
at. leaſt againſt the time that you ſhall receive Qtders to make the ſals to him. That yon 
may. know from whence the nicety of that Afﬀair proceeds, it is nec to inform you, That 


for. fear. of ite buing ill reſented by the. Parliament btre, the King will not make any Propoſal at alt | 


of peace, unlels he ſhall be preſt to it by the Confederates : And although, by Mr. — 


UMI 


[9]. 


ſufficiently informed, that they deſire a Peace upon theArticles ſent you by theSecretary, yet not 
having received that deſire formally,the Conncil will not adviſe his Majeſty to let his Embaſſa- 
dour propoſe that which he is not formally impowred to make good ; and fo by ſtaying for that 
formal Power, which by Letter his Majefty is ſufficiently enabled to propoſe, the time will be loſt 
for effeCting the Peace,if at all it can be had. To ſupply this defeCt then,and to prevent the Kin 
ſending again into Holland before he know the mind of France, 1am Commanded by his Ma. 
jeſty toler you know, that you are to make the Propoſitions incloſed to the King of France, and 
to tell him, the King will undertake for the ſeeing them made good on the part of Spain, 
and Holland, in caſe they ſhall be accepted by him. And in your Anſwer you muſt write the ſame 
thing to the Secretaries by way only of kaving felt the King of France his Pulſe, which you muſt do to 
the King as afull anſwer from the K ing of France, and ſuch an one 4s bis Majeſty may wport 
whatever that ſhall be. For the more dexterous management of this Aﬀfair, the King is adviſed 
to ſhew theſe Propoſitions to Monſieur Berrillon , but not to give him a Copy, fo that by the 
ſtrength of memory it is expetted he ſhall write to his. Maſter, and by that means only are 
we to hope: for an anſwer to a matter of this vaſt importance, and conſequence. You may 
imagine what a fatisfaQtion we are like to reap from it when it comes. Idoubt not but by 
your Conduct it will be brought to a ſpeedy iſſue, which is efas great importance as the thing it 
telf, there being no condition worſe for his Majeſty, than his ſtanding unreſolved betwixt 
Peace and War. 1 find by Monſieur Berrillon, That it is like ſome places which are depen- 
dances upon greater Towns may be demanded by the K. of F, but if he intend a Peace 
( which you will do very well to know his mind fully in ) you may juſtly ſay, that you hope he 
will neither ſtand upon one ſingle place, tho' a Fortified one, nor upon any place unfortified, 
which is a dependant upon thoſe which are to be reſtored to Spaiy. And it any thing ſhall be 
moved about Sicily to remain in the Frexch hands until the Peace of Sweden be concluded, 
you are only to ſay, that you are not impowred to ſay any thing upon it : And you are conf: 
dent the King hath done all he couldago get the utmoſt Conditions that would be conſented 
to: Only you areto ſay,the King _ fent about Conde, not being well ſatisfied that 
have not left in his power to give or refuſe as ke ſhould have found it forme and th 
ſtil for ſome good Anſwer. &> In caſe the Conditions of Peace ſhall be accepted, the King ex- 
petts to have fix Millions of Livers yearly, for three years, from the time that this Agreement ſhall 
be ſigned between his Majeſty and the King of France : Becanſe it will be two or three years before he 
- hope to find his Parliament in hutmour' to give him Smpplys , afrer the having made any Peace with 
rance. | . | 
| The Embaſſadony here hath agreed to the ſum, but mot for ſo long a time. If you find the Peace 
will not be accepted, you are not to mention the money at all. And all poſſible care muſt be 
taken torhave this whole Negotiation as private as le, for fear of giving offence at home, 
when for the moſt part we hear in ten days affer any thing that is communicated to the French 
Meaniſters. 1 muſt again repeat to yon, that whatſoever you write on this SubjeCt to the Secre- 
tary ( to whom you muſt not mention one ſyllable of the money } you muſt fay only as a thing you be- 
lieve they will conſent to if yon had power formally to make _ demands. Pray inforni 
our ſelf of the bottom of what is to be expe(ted from France, and affure them that you be- 
ieve this will be the laſt time that you ſhall receive any Propoſitions of a Peace if be 


lighted, as indeed | believe it will, fo that you may take your own Meafures as well as the 
Kings upon it. 1 am 


Tour Excellencies moſt faithful 


DANBY. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


New let it be noted that this very Lerter was writ by the Treaſurer 10 that very Seſſion in the 
beginning whereof (the berter to perſwade the Parliament that our Coure did really intend to 
inake a war againſt France )he cauſed to be written and publiſhed a Book entituled Chr;ſt5aniſſimes 
Chriftianandw, in which he renders the French King as blackas HE LL it ſelf. And after he 
had ( by this and ſuch like fallacies ) prevailed with the Parliament to give money to raiſe ſo 
great a Naval and Land force to make an actual war with France (as the Tile and Bo- 
ay of the Poll Bill declares) He doth as you ſee but five days after the paſſing the ſame, in a 
clandeſtine way ( though to the violating the Royal word and Faith of the Nation) labour to 
ſtrike up a Peace and obtain ſuch vaſt ſumms-of money from the French King ( whom he 
thought the terrour of our Arms would now oblige to grant any thing) as he m1 ght thereby 
be enabled to alter and change the Legal and Ancient Government of England.By laying alidePar- 
liaments ( as ill-humoured things) and introducing an abſolute power by a fixed ftanding Army. 

How well this man hath deſerved of his Country, and whether the Juſtice of the Natiox can 
be ſatisfied till he be made as great an Example in Puniſhment as he hath been in miſchief, ler all 


men judge. 


—©}]}]Qons. —— 


Tovis 20. die Martij, 1678. 
Reſolved, Nemine contradicente, 

That a Mellage be ſent to the Lords to put them in mind of the Impeachment of High 
Treaſon exhibited againlt Thomas Earl of Danby, in the name of the Commons of England, 
and to deſire that he may be forthwith committed to ſafe cuſtody. 

Reſolved, &c. 
That it be referred to the Committee of Secreſie to draw up further Articles againſt Thomas 


Earl of: Danby. 
Sabbati 22. die Martij, 1678. 
Reſolved, Nemine contradicente, | 
That a Meſſage be immediately ſent to the Lords to remind their Lordſhips of the laſt Meſ. 
ſage ſent from this Houſe relating to Thomas Earl of Danby. And to demand that Thomas Earl 
of Danby may be forthwith ſequeſtred from Parliament, and committed to ſafe cuſtody. 
Mantis 25, die Martij, 1679. 
A Meſſage from the Lords by Baron L:tcleron, and Baron Thurland. 
Mr. Speaker, Weare commanded by the Lords to acquaint this houſe that they ſent to ap- 
prehend Thomas Earl of Danby, both to his houſe here in Town, and to his houſe at Wimboltor ;, 
and that the Gentleman Uſher -of the Black .Rod had returned their Lordſhips anſwer that he 


could not be found. - 
neris 4- die Aprilis, 1679- 
Reſolyed, EA. I 

That an humble Addreſs be made to his Majeſty to deſire his Majeſty to iſſue out his Royal 
Proclamation for the kc provyaey Thomas Earl of Danby, with the uſual Penalties upon ſuch 
as ſhall conceal him: and that his Majeſty will be further pleaſed to give order to the officers of 
his Majeſties houſhold that they take care that the ſaid Earl of Denby be not permitted to reſide 
within either of his Majeſties Palaces of White-hall, Somerſet-houſe, ' and St. James. And it is 
referred to Mr. Pol, &c. toprepare and draw up the ſame, and preſent it to the houſe to 
mOorrow Morning, 


UMI 


UMI 


wet 


The Pardon of Thonias Earl of Danby, both Latine 
and Engliſh, with his Plea to the Articles of Im- 
peachment, and other high Crimesand Miſdemez: 
nors, &c, exhibited againſthim, &<c. 


(:? AROLUS Secendur Dei Gratis Avgliz, Scotiz, Franciz, & Hiberni# 
4 R EX, Fidet Defenſor, &&c, Omnibus ad ques preſentes liters noſtre Pervenc- 
rixt,Salutem, Sctatts,qudd Nos pro ajverſis bonis cauſis & conjiderationibus Nos ad hit 
ſpecialiter moventibus, ,de Gratia Noſtra ſpeciali ac ex certa ſcientia c> mero motu no- 
ftris, Pardonevimus, Rewifimus > Relaxavimus, ac per preſentes pro Nobis, Heyeds- 
bus & Succeſſeribus neſtris, Pardonamus, Remittimus &© Relaxamus pradiletto, © 
perquams fideli Gonſanguines &© Conſiliario notro Thom Comiti Danbii, omnes & 
omnimodas Proditiones, (rimina Leſe Majeftatis, Myſprifiones Prodttionum, In- 
Jurrettiones , Verborum Propalationes, Miſpriſiones , Confeder ationes, (oncelamenta, 
Negligen:ias, Omiſfiones, Offenſas, (riminas (ontemptiis;, Malefatt4 & Tranf- 
co quecunque, per ſe ſolum ſeu cum aliqua alia perſona,vel aliquibus aliis perſonts, 
aut per aliquem alium, five aliquos alios, ex precepto, adviſamento, aſſenſu, conſenſu, ſe 
procuratione cjuſdem Thoma (omitis Danbii, 4dviſata, precepta, attempta, faita; 
perpetrata,*concelats, commiſſa, ſew-omiſſa, ante 27 diem Februarii Jan ultim, prateri- 
tumylicet premiſſe vel eorum aliqua, vel aliqued, tangunt vel tangat perſonam vel ne- 
gotiationes Noſtrss Publicas qnaleſcunque, nec noniranſaitiones niſtras cum Forenſects 
Legatis ad nos miſſis, vel now rite proſequendo Inſtruttiones ©& Mandata Neftra Legatis 
Noſtris, in partibus extra marinis, ex parte Noſtra refident. at etiam omnia & ſfin- 
gula acceſſeria remiſſoram & cujuſlibet corum, lictr idem Thomas Comes Dahbii de 
premiſſis vel aliqua premiſſoram indictatus, impetitus, appellatus; reſtatus, torbittus, 
adjudicatus, ut legatus condemnatui vel attinctus, Exiſtit vel non Exiſtit, ac omnia 
& þagels indictamenta, impetitiones, inquiſitiones, informationes, exigenda judicia, 
atincda, utlegaria, convictiones, executiones, panes mortis, prnas corporales, int- 
priſonamenta, foris faitura, punitiones, & omnes alias penas, & penalitates quiſcun- 
que, pro ciſdem vel ceorum aliquo, ac omnia & omnimoa, ſettas , querelas , impett- 
tiones, Or demanda quecunJuc, ue Nos verſus ipſum Thomam Comer Danbij; rati- 
one premiſſorum vel corum alicyjus, habaimas, habemus, ſei in fit#rum habe potert- 
mus, aut Hereder, ſeu _— Noſtri, ullo modo habere puterint, in futato, ſeltamg; 
pacis Noſtre,ac que ad Nos Heredes & Suceſſores Noſftros verſus ipſum Thota, Comirem 
Danbii pertiner, ſeu pertinere poterit, ratione ſeu occaſione pr emiſſorum, ſeu eorum 
aliguorum vel alicajus, ac firmam pacem Noſtram. Et inde damus & concedi- 
mus per preſentes, ulterius volumus, & concedimus, ©Omnd he li tere woſtre, at hec 
nojira Pardonatio, "Remiſjio &> Relaxatio in eiſlem contents, quoad omnia & finguls 
ſuperizns pardonata, remiſs, & relaxata, bone & effeituales in lege fint, et erint, ets 
proditiones, crimina leſs MajcHtatis, Miſprijiones Preditionuts, Inſurreftiones, Rebel- 
liones, Fellonie, Exattion:s, Oppreſſiones, verboram F ropalationes, Pepencs (on- 
federationes, Concelamenta, Negligentie, Omiſſiones, Cffenſe, Crimina Contemptus, 
Malefatts & Tranſareſſumes ante dicka, Minn certe ſpecifact. exiftunt, Et nou 


- obllante Statute in Parliaments Dom. Ricardi Secund:,nuper Regis ang Anno13 
dva 


Regni ſui edito, & proviſo. Et non objtante Statu'0 in Parltamento Dow. rdi tertity 
nuper: Regis Anglz, Anno Regni ſui 14. edito & proviſo ; Aut aliquo alio Statuto, Ac- 
ta vel Ordinatione, in Contrarium inde editis + proviſis. Et ultertus de ubiriart 
Gratia Noſtra firmiter Precipimus Omnibus & ſingulls Þ.ditibus, Jufticiariis,utl alits 
quibuſcunq, © ued hee preſens Littra & Generalis Paraonatio nftra & gencralia ver- 
bas, clauſule cr ſemehtie ſupra dicta, —_— exponentur & ndjudicentar in - 

| niv ts 


, | ; 


(4) 

#:bus curiis noftris & alibi, in beneficentiſſims, ampliſſimo, + benigniſſimo ſenſu, & 
pro maxims & firmiori exoneratione pregiti: Thomz Gomitis Danbii de &> 4 cramt- 
nibuc fr offenſes predidter ſecundum veram intenteanem nofiram, & in tam beneficials 
wodots forma & ad emnes intentiones,c+ propels, prout þþ predille proastvones, criming 
ixſu Majrfl ates neifprifienes proflitiomnum, crimina,offenſe,miſÞrifionts,toncelamenta,neglt- 
gentiz 039:ſhones,contern;nee, & tranſyrefſs.ret pr achHe ac ctere premfſa pur apte expreſ- 
ſa, & ſpecialia verba Pardonata, Remſa,oy | Fury farffent, Ee quod ba Litere Paten- 
ter, Remiſſio, Relaxatro, eF Parthmatid, omaia in e:jJem contenta, in quibuſcunque 
curiis & coram quibuſcunque Fuſticiartis noſtrir, plac ucentar + albocentar, ſure ali- 
quo Breve de allocatione, alty 1870, cauſu vel materia quarmqne #n atiguo now obſtane, 
In cujues ret Teft6 moni um vu5 titeras nn fires frei fecinms Parenres. inffte me ipjo a 1d 
Weſmonaſterium 4. ave Martii, Jane Rrgnt moftre 311. 


HARLES the Second, by the Grace of God, of England, Stotland, 

Fraxce, and l.eland, King, Detenderof the Faith, &c. To all ro whom 
theſe our Letters-Patcats ſhall come, ſenderh Greeting, Know ye, that we for 
divers good Cauſes and Conliderations, Us hereunto eſpecially roving, have our 
of our ſpecial Favour,certain Knowledg and merr Morion of our own, Vardoned, Re» 
mitred, and Relcaſtd, and by cheſe Preſents for Us, owr Heirs and Succeſſors, 
do pardon, remit, znd releaſe to our Well-beJoved and right tiuſty Cufin and 
Counſellor, 1 bewas Earl of Danby, nil, and «ll manner of Treaſons, as well 
bigh Treaſon, as milprifions of Treaſon, Infurredions, revealing of Councils, 
Miſprifions, Contederat ons, Concealments, Negle&ts, Omifhons , Offences, 
Crimes, Contcmpts, Miideeds and Tranſgreſſions whatſoever, by himſelf alone, 
or with any other Perſon, or Perſons, or by any other, or others, by the Com- 
mand, Advice, Aſlem, Conſent , or Procurement. of the ſaid Thomas Earl of 
Denby, adviſed, commanded, attempted, done, performed, concealed, co mit- 
ecd, or omitted, before the 27: day of Febreary, now laſt paſt, Although rhe 
Premiſes, or any of them touch, or may touch our Perſon, or our publick Nego- 
tiations whatſoever, or our Tranſactions: with Foreign Embaſſadors unto Us ſent, 
or for not right following our Inſtr:1ions and Mandates to our own Embaſſadors 


the 


UM 
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the Statute by the Parliament of Edw&d the Third; late King of Expland, in 
the 14h year of his Reign-made and provided, or any other Starure, AR, of 
Ordinance to the contrary heretofore publiſhed and provided. And moreover of 
our abundant Grace, we do ſtrily command all » Juftices,; or others who- 
ſoever, that this preſent Letter, with our general Pardon, aud general Words, 
Clauſes, and Sentences aboveſaid, ſhall be Conſtrucd, Expoungded and Adjudged, 
in all our Courts, ande}ſewhere, inthe moſt beneficial, moſt awple, and moſt ta- 
vourable Senſe, and for the greateſt and firmeſt diſcharge of the atoreſaid Tomes 
Earl of Danby, of, and from, the Crimes and Offences aforefaid, according tc 
our true Inteation, and in ſo beneficial a manner and form; and to all intents 

purpoſes, ſo as it the ſaid Treaſons, high Treaſons, Miſprifions of Treaſov, 
Crimes, Offences, Omiſſions, Contempts, Concealmencs, Negligence, and Eranſ- 
greſfions aforeſaid, and other the Premiſes, had been by apt, expreſs, and ſpecial 
words, Pardon'd, Remitted and Releaſed. And thac theſe Letters-Patents; Re- 
miflion, Releaſe, and Pardon, with all things therein- comain'd, in whatſaever 
Courts, and before whatfoever our Juſtices, thall be pleaded and allowed, with- 
out any Writ of Allowance,any thing,cauſc,or martes whatſoever in any wiſe not- 
withltanding. In witnefs whereof we have cauſed theſe Our Letters- Patents to 


made. Witneſs my ſelf at Weſtminſter, the firſt day of March, in the 3x Year 
of our Reign. 


_ — uh. Att 


The Þ LE A of the Earl of Danby, late Lord High Treaſurer of England, 
to the Articles of Impeachment, and other high (rames and Mifdemeanors, and 
Offences, Exhibited againſt him, by the name of Thomas Earl of Danby, 
Lord Higb Treaſurer of England. | 


He ſaid Earl for Plea, ſaith, and humbly offereth to your Lordſhips, as to all 
and every the Treaſons, Crimes, Miſdemeanors ib Offences contained, or 
mentioned in the ſaid Articles, That after the ſaid Articles Exhibited, namely 
the firſt of March, now laſt paſt, the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by his moſt 
Gracious Letters-Patents of Pardon-under his great Seal of Exyland, bearing 
date at Weſiminſ{er,the ſaid firſt day of March in the One and Thistieth year of his 
Majeſtie's Reigh : And here into this moſt High and Hanourable Court, produ- 
ced under the ſaid Grear Seal, 

Of his ſpecial Grace, certam knowledg, and meer motion, hath Pardoned, Re- 
miſed, and Releaſed to him, the ſaid Tomas Earl of Darby, all, and all manner 
of Treaſons, Miſpriſions of Treaſons, Inſurre&tions, Kebellions, Felonics, Ex- 
ations, Oppreſſons, Publications of Words, Miſprifions, Confederacies, Con- 
cealments, Negligencies, Omiſfions,Offences,Crimes, Contemprs, Miſdemeanors 
and Treſpaſſes whatſoever by himſelf alone, or with avy other Perſon or Perſons, 
or by any other by the-Command, Advice, Aſſent, Conſent, or Procurement of 
him, the ſaid Thomas Earl of Danby, adviſed, commitrred, attempted,” tnade, per- 
petrated, concealed, committed, or omitred, before the 27:h day of F:br. then 
and now laſt paſt, being alſo'afrer the-time of the ſaid Articles Exhibited, altho 
the ſaid Premiſes, vr any of them did, or ſhould touch, or conctra the Perſon of 
his ſaid Majeſty, or any. of his public Negotiations whatſoever. And alſo his 
Majeſtie's Aﬀairs with Foreign Embaſſadors ſent to his faid Majeſty, or by not 
rightly proſecuting his Majettie's Inſtruftions and Commands to his Embafladors, 
refiding on his Majeftie's behalf- in Foreign Parts. | | 

as to all and fipgular Acceſſaries to the ſaid Premiſes, and every of them, 
altho be the ſaid Thewas E. of Denby were, or were not of the ſaid Premiſes,or any 
of them Indicted, Lapeached, Appealed,Accuſcd, RE a IOEy , 4% 


_—_ PEES. ©; 
Condemned, or Attainted ; And all and ſingular Indiftments, Impeachments, In- 
difirions; Informations, Exigents, Judgmeves; Acrtaingers, Ourlaries, Conviftlone, 
dins 6f Death, Corporal Puniihments; / Impriſoniments, Forfeirures, Paniſh- 
ments, and-all other Pams and Penalties wharfoever, for the ſame, or any of them, 
and all; and all matiner of Suirs,Complaines; Imapeachments, and Demands what- 
foever, which his fiid Mijeſty by reaſon of che Premiſes, or any of them then 
had, or for the Future ſhould have, or his Heirs, or Succeffors, any way conld 
have afterwards againft him the ſaid Thomas Earl of Danby. And alſo Suit of his 
Majeſtie's Peacey and whatſozv:r to his Majeſty, his Heirs, or Succeffors, aggintt 
him the ſid Earl of Dazby, did or could belong, by reaſon or occaſion of the 
Premiſes, or any of them. And his Majeſty hath thereby given and granted his 
firm Peace ro the ſaid" Thomas Earl of Danby, And further, his Majeſty willed 
and pranted, that' the ſaid Lerters-Patents, and the ſaid Pardon and Releaſe 
therein contained, as to all the things therein pardoned and releaſed, ſhould be 
and” effetual in the Law; although che Treaſons, Miſprifions of Trea- 
ons. Inſurreions, Rebellions, Felonies, ExaRions, Oppreſſions, Publications 
of Words, Miſpriſicns of Confederacies, Concealments, Negligencts, Omifli- 
ons, Offences, Crimes, Contempts, Miſdemeanors, and Treſpaſſes, were not cer- 
tainly ſpecified. And notwithſtanding the Statute in the Parliament of the Lord 
Richard the 24 late King of England, in the 13th year of his Reign, made and 
provided, And notwithſtanding the Statute in the Parliament of the Lord Eq- 
' ward the 34, in the 14th year of his Reign made and provided, or any other Sta- 
tute; AR, or Ordinance to the contrary thereof made and provided. And more- 
over his ſaid now Majeſty by his ſaid. Letters-Patents of his further Grace, did 
fice.ly Command all and fingular Judges, Juſtices, Officers, and others whom- 
ſoever, That the ſaid free and general Pardon of his ſaid Majeſty,and the general 
Words, Clauſes, and Sentences aboveſaid, ſhould be conſtrued, expounded, and 
adjudged in all his ſaid Majeſtie's Courts, and elſewhere, in the moſt beneficial, 
ample and benign Sence. 

And for the on and more firm diſcharge of the ſaid Earl, of, and from the 
Crimes and Offences aforeſaid, according to the true intents of his Majeſty, and 
2, 8 manger and form toall intent and purpoſcs whatſoever, as if the 
Rid Treafons, Crimes, Offences, Concealments, Negligences, Omiſſions, Con- 
fempts and Treſpaſſes aforſaid, aud other the ſaid Premiſes by apr, expreſs and 
ſpecial Words had'been remitted, releaſed and pardoned. And that the ſaid Ler- 
ters-Patents of Pardon, and the Releaſe and Pardon therein cougained, ſhall be 
pleaded and allowed in all and every his-Majeſtie's Courts, and before all his Ju- 
- ſtices whatſoever, without any Writ of allowance, 'any matter, cauſe, or thing 
whatſoever in any ways notwithſtanding, as by the ſaid Lettecs-Pattents them- 
ſelves more at large appeareth, which ſaid Letters-Patents follow in theſe words. 

CAROLUS Serundus Dei Gratia Angliz, Scotie, Franciz, & Hiberniz Rex, 


F pe C. Onn! bes ad quos preſentes liters meftre pervenerint,Salutem, Sci- 
atis,\@uod , 5 Lyo diverſis bonis ca is &f confiderationibius nos ad hoc ſpectaliter mu- 
ven, 'D: Noftra ſpeciali, ac ex certa ſeientia & mero motu Noſftris Pardons» 


Us £5 '# - | | 
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And the Grid EdoffWer,Thathe the faid Tho. E.of D.in the (aid Articles named, is the aid Tho 
 E.of D-in'the fait Letters-Patents: of pardon here produced, likewiſe named. Which Par- 
don the ty 1 rely upon, and pleaded the ſame in Bar ot the ſaid Impeachment, and 


_- gh there? reaſons, Crimes, Miſdemeanors, and Offencescontained, or men- 
ES) n the (ai 


Articles Impeachment, and every of them 3 and this the ſaid Earl is 
ready tgaver. , * 207g, ty ; 


F 


c Jud gments of your Lordſhips; and that his Majeſtie's moft gra- 

| be allbwed.And that he the (aid E.by'virtue hereof,nay be (from 

. all che (aid -Apffieles of. Invpe ent, and all and evcry of the Treaſons and Crimes there- 

- -ja alledged againſt him ) acquitted and diſcharged. | 
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Reaſons & Narrative 
PROCEEDINGS 


TWO HOUSES: 


W hich were delivered by the Honſe of COMMONS, 


ro the LORDS, at the Conference touching the Tryal of the 
Lords in the Tower. On Monday the 26th. of May, 1679. 


tween the Two Houſes, 
There is now depending between your Lordſhips and the Commons, a Matter of 
the greateſt Weight : [n the TranſaQtions of which, your Lordſhips ſeem to apprehend 
ſome Difficulty in the Matters propoſed by the Commons. 

To clear this, the Commons have deſired this Conference ; and by it, they hope to mani- 
feſt to your Lordſhips, that the Propoſitions of the Houſe of Commons, made by rheir Com- 
mittee, in relation to the Tryal of the Lords in the Tower, have been only ſuch as are well 
warranted by the Laws of the Parliament, and Conſtitutions of the Government, and in no 
fort intrench upon the Judicature of the;Peersz but are moſt neceſſary to; be inſiſted upon, that 
the Antient Rights of Judicature in Parliament may be maintained, 

The Cominors readily acknowledge, that, the Crimes charged vpon the Earl of Pow:s. Vit, 
count Stafford, Lord Perre, Lord Arundel of Wardour, and Lord &ellaſis, are of deep Guilt, 
and call for ſpeedy Juſtice : But withal, they hold, That any Change in Judicarure in Parlia- 
ment, made without Conſent in full Parliament, to be of pernicious Conſequence, both to 
his Majeſty, and his SubjeRs ; and conceive themſelves obliged to tranſmit to their Poſterity, 
al the Rights which of this kind they have received from their Anceltors, by putting your Lord- 
ſhips in mind of the Progreſs that has already been between the Two Houſes, in relation to the 
Propoſitions made by the Commons, and the Reaſonavlcneſs of the Propoſitions themſelves : 
They doubt not to make it appear, that their Aim has been no other, than to avoyd ſuch Con- 
ſequences, and preſerve that Right; and that there is no delay of Juſtice on their Part. And 
co that end, do offer to your Lordſhips the enſuing Reaſons and Narrative : That the Com- 
mons in bringing the Earl of. Danby to Juſtice, and in diſcovery of that Execrable and Traite- 
rous Conſpiracy, ( of which the five Pop:ſk Lords now ſtand impeached ; and for which ſome 
of their wicked Acomplices have already undergone the Sentence of the Law, as Traytors and 
Murtherers) have laboured uader many great 'Difficulties, is not unknown to yout Lord- 
ſhips. 

. Nor is it leſs known to your Lordſhips, . That upon the Impeachment of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, againſt the Earl of Danby for High Treaſon, and other High Crimes, Miſdemeanors, 
and Offences, even the Common Juſtice,of ſequeſtring him; from-Parliament, and forth-with 
Conmmitting him to ſafe Cultody,” was then required by the Commons, and denyed ” - 

A oule 


T* Commons have alwayes deſired, that a good Correſpondence may be preſerved be- 
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Houſe of Peers, though he then Sate in their Houſe : Of which, your Lordihips have been ſo 
ſenſidle, that at a free Conference the Tenth of April laſt, your Lordſhips declarcd, That it 
was the Right of the Commons, and wcll warranted by Preſidents of former Ages ; That up- 
on an [mpeachment of the Commons, a Peer ig impeached, ought of .Right z0.be ordered to 
with-draw, and then to be Committed.  And-had mot that Juſticebeen denyed to the Com- 
mons, a great part of this Seffion of Parliament, which hath been'ſpent in framing and adjult- 
ing a Bill, for cauting the Earl of Dazby to appear, and anſwer that Juſtice from which hc 
Was fled ; had been taved, and had been imployed for the Preſervation of his Majeliic's Per- 
ſn, and the Security oi the Nation; and in Proſecution of the other five Lords. Neither had 
he had the Opportunity for procuring tot himſelf that Iilegal Pardon, which bears Date the 
Firit of Aarch lalt paſt, and which ke hath now pleaded in var of his Impeachment : Nor of 
wailing ſo great a proportion of the Treaſure ofthe Kingdom, es Me hath gone, fince the Com- 
monis exhibited their Articles of Impeachment sgaiht him, \ "I 

After which time, thous loſt"by reaſon of the Denyal of that Juſtice, which of right belonged 
to the Commons upon ther Impeachment, the ſaid Bill being ready for the Royal aſſent, the 
ſaid Earl then rendred himſeit; and by your Lordſhips Order of the Sixteenth of Ap-4/ laſt, 
was Committed to the Tower, After which, he pleads the faid Pardongz andecing prett; &id 
at length declare, He would rely upon, and abide by that Pleaz which Pardon pleaded, being 
illegal and voyd, -and ſo ought not to bar, or preclude the Commons from having Jultice up- 
on the Impeachment, They did thereupon, with their Speaker, on the Fiſth of May Inſtant, 
in the Name of Themſelves, and all the Commons of England, demand Judgment apainik 
the ſaid Earle, vpon their Impeachment :: Not doubting, but that your Lordthips did intend 
in all your Proceedings upon the Impeachment, to follow the uſual Courſe and Mcthud of 
Parliament, 

But the Commons were not a little ſurprizcd by the Meſſage from your Lordſhips, delive- 
livercd them on the Seventh of Jay; thereby acquainting them, That as well the Lords 
Spiritual as Temporal, had ordered, that the Tenth of ay Inſtant, ſhould be the Day for 
hearing the Earl of Danby,, to make good his Plea of Pardon. And that on the 
Thirteenth of ſay, the other five Lords impeached, ſhould be brought to their Tryal : And 
that your Lordſhips had addrefſed to his Majcity, for naming of a Lord High Steward, as 
well in the Caſe of the Earl of Darby, .as the other five Lords. : 

Upon Conſideration of this Meſſage, the Commons found, that the admitting of the Lords 
Spiritual to exerciſe Juriſdiction in theſe Caſes, was an Alteration of the Judicature in Par- 
tiament; and which extended as well to the Proceeding againſt the five Lords, as the Earl of 
Danby, And that if a Lord High-Steward ſhould be neceſſary upon Tryal, on Impeachment of 
the Commons z the Power of Judicature in Parliament, upon Impeachments, might be defeat- 
cd by ſuſpending or denying a Commiſhon to « onſtitute a Lord High- Steward. 

And that the ſaid days of Tryal appointed by your Lordſhips,were ſo near to the timeof your 
ſaid Mcſſage, that theſe Matters, and the Method of procceding upon the Tryal, .could not be 
adjuſted by Conference betwixt the two Houſes, before the Day ſo Nominated. And conſe- 
quently the Commons could not then proceed to Tryal, unleſs the Zeal which they have f 
ſpeedy Judgment againſt the Earl of Danby, (That ſo they might proceed to Tryal of the other 
five Lords) ſhoul41 induce them at this Junture, both to admit the inlargement of your Lord- 
ſhips Juriſdiction, and to fit down under theſe or any Hardſhips, (tho with the hazard of all 
the Commons Power of impeacting for time to come) rather then the Tryal of the ſaid five 
Lords ſhould be deferred for ſome ſhort time, whilſt theſe Matters might be agreed on and 
ſctled. 

For reconciling Differences in theſe great and weighty Matters, anJ for ſaving that time 
which would neceſſarily have been ſpent in Debates and Conterenccs betwixt the two Hou- 
ſes, and for cxpediteing the Tryal, without giving up the Power of Impeachment, or ren- 
dring them ineffcctual, 

The Commons thought fit to purpoſe to your Lordſhips, that a Commitce of both Hou- 
ſes might be appointed for this purpoſe. At which Commitee (when agreed to by your Lord 
ſhips, ) it was firſt propoſed, that the time of Tryal of the Lords in the Tower, ſhould te put off 
till the other Matters were adjuſted, and jt was then agreed, that the Propoſition as to the time 
of the Tryal, ſhould be the laſt thing confidered, And the effeR of this Agreement ſtands re- 
ported vpon your Lordſhips Book. 

After which the Commons communicated to your Lordſhips by your Committee, a Vote 
of theirs, (viz.) that the Committee of the Commons ſhould inſiſt upon their former Vote of 
their Houſe. That the Lords Spiritual ought not to have any Vote in any proceedings againſt 
the Lords in the Tower, and that when that Matter ſhould be ſetled, and the Method of Pro- 
ceedings adjuſted, the Commons would then be ready to proceed upon the Tryal of the Par- 
don of the Earl of Danby, againſt whom they had before demanded Judgment, and after- 
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wards to the Tryal of the other five Lords in the Tower ; which Vote extended as well to 
the Earl of Dazby, as the other five Lords; But the Commons as yet received nothing from 
your Lord{hips towards an Anſwer of that Vote, ſave that yotir Lordſhips have acquainted 
them, that the Biſhops have asked leave of the Hoaſe of Peers, that they might withdraw 
tne nſelves from the Tryal of the ſaid ive Lords, with Liberty of eatring tac:r  uſyal pro- 
Ic.caition, | ; | 

And though the Commons Committee have almoſt dayly declared to your Lordſhips Com. 
mi:tce, that that was a neceſſary point of Right, to be ſcrled before the Tryal, ani offered 
to debate the ſame ; your Corh.nittee always anſwered, that they had not any Power from 
your Lordſhips, either to confer upon or to give any Anſwer concerning that Matter, - 
And yet your Lorvſhips without having given the Commons any fatis/actory Anſwer to 
the ſaid Vote, or permitting any Conference or Debate thereupon, and contrary to the ſaic 
Agreement, did on Thurſday the Twenty Second of Afay, ſend a Mcliſuge to the Commons, 
Declaring that the Lords Spiritual as well as Temporal, had ordered tha, the T wenty Seventh 
of this Inſtant May be appointed for the Tryal of the five Lords. 

So that the Commons caunot but apprehend, that your Lordſhips have not only departed 
from what was agreed on, and in eftc& laid afide that Committy, which was conſtituted for 
preſerving a good Underſtanding betwixt the two Houſes, and better diſpatch of the weigh- 
ty Aﬀairs now depending in Parliament; but muſt alſo needs Conclude from the Meſſage, and 
the Votes of your Lordſhips on the fourteenth of Ay; T hat the Lords Spiritual have a Right 
to ſtay and fit in Court, till tne Court p: oceeds to the Vote of Guilty or not Guilty.. And from 
the Biſhops askirg leave (as appears by your Lordſhips Books two clays after your ſaid Vote) 
that they might withdraw them(clves from the Tryal of the ſaid Lords, with Liberty of en- 
tring their uſual Proteitation, and by their perſiiting ſtill to go on and give their Votes Pto- 
cecdings upon the Impeachment ; T hat their defire of Icave to withdraw at the ſaid Tryal, is 
only an Evaſive Anſwer to the before-mcntioned Vote of the Commons, and chiefly inzended 
as an Argument for a Right of Judicature in Proceedings upon Impeachment, and as a Reſerve 
to Judge upon the Earl of Da»by's Plca of Pardon : And upon theſe and other like Impeach- 
ments, although no ſuch Power was ever claimed by their Predecefiors, but is utterly denyed 
by the Commons : And the Commons are the rather induced to believe it ſv intended, becauſe 


the very asking leave to withdraw, ſcems to imply a Right to be there, and chat they cannot 


be abſent without it. - } 

And becauſe by this way they would have it in their Power, whether or no for thg future, 
citherin the Earl of Danby's Caſe, or any other, they will ever ask leave to be abſent; And 
the Temporal Lords alike Power of denying leave, if that ſhould once be admitted neceſſary. 


The Commons therefore are Obliged not to proceed to the Tryal of the Lords on the Twenty Seventh 


of this Inſtane'May, but to adhere to their aforeſaid Vote : And for their ſo doing , beſides what 
hath been now and formerly by them ſaid to Your Lordſlnps, do offer you theſe Reaſons following. 


REASONS. 


= 
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— 
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* very long and unuſual Proteſtation ; wherein he hath aſperſed His Majeſty by falſe 

" "Stggeſtions, as if Kis Majeſty had Commanded or Countenanced the Crimes he 

- *'ftands charged with; and particularly ſuppeſſing and difconraging the Diſcovery 

of the Plot,- and endeavouring to introduce an Arbitrary and Tyrannical way of Govert\- 

ment ; whiety remains as a ſcandal upon Record againſt his Majeſty, tending to render 

His Perſon and His Government odious to His People ; againſt which it onght to be rite 

firſt and principal care of both Houſes to vindicate His Majeſly, by doing Juſtice upon 
the ſaid Earl. 


Bu your Lordſhips have received the Earl of Danby's Plea of Pardon, with a 


bf FOI Ne 
The ſetting up a Pardon to be a Bar of an Impeachment, defeats the whole uſe and 
effect of Impeachments; and ſhould this point be admitted, or ſtand doubted, it would 
totally diſcourage the exhibiting any for the future, whereby the chief Inſtitution for the pre- 


ſervation of the Government, (and conſequently the' Government it ſelf) would be de- 
A 2 ſtroyed. 
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ſtioyed. And therefore the Caſe of the ſaid Earl, (which in conſequerice Eoncerhs all Im- 
þeachments whatſoever) ought to be detetmiined befote that of the ſaid Five Lotds, which 
is but their particular Caſc. 

And without reſorting to many Authorities of greater Antiquity, the Commons deſire 
your Lordſhips to take notice, (with the ſame regard they Jo) of the Declatation which 
that Excellent Prince, King Charles the Firſt of bleſſed Memory, made in this behalf, in 
his Anſwer to the Nineteenth Propoſitions of both Houſes of Parliament ; wherein ſtating 
the ſeveral parts of this regulated Monatchy, he fays: The King, the Houſe of Lords, and 
the Houſe of Commans have, each, particular Priviledges: And among thoſe which belong 
to the King, he recokons power of Pardoning. After the ennumerating of which, and 
other his Prerogatives, His ſaid Majeſty adds thus: Again, That the Prince may not make 
uſe of this High and perpetual Power, to the burt of theſe for whoſe good he hlth it, and 
make uſe of the name of publick, neceſſity, for the gain of his private Favorites and Followers, 
to the detriment of his people; The Houſe of Commons, (an Excellent C onſirver of Liberty, 
&c.) 4s ſolely inſtruſted with the firſt Propoſitions coneerning the Levies ef Moneys, ard! the 
Impeaching of thoſe, who, for their own ends, though countenanced by any ſurreptitiouſly-got- 
ren Command of the King, have violated that Law, which he is bound (when h: knows it) 
to-protett, and to the protettion of which they were bound to adviſe him, at leaſt nt to ſerve 
him in the contrary. And the Lords being truſted with a Fudicatory Power, are an excellent 
shreen and bank, between the Prince and People, to aſſiſt each agamſt any Incroachments bf 

the other; and by juſt Tudgments to preſerve that Law, which ought to be the Rille'of eve- 
ry one of the three, QC, '[ herefore the power legally placed in both Houſes, is more than 
ſufficient to prevent and reſtrain the power of Tyranny, GC. 


BY * 
Until the Commons of England, have right done them againſt this Plea of Pardon, they 
may jultly apprehend, that the whole Juſtice of the Kingdome, in the Caſe of the Five 
Lords, may be obſtructed aid defeated by Pardons of like nature, 


I'V 
An Impeachment is virtually the voice of every particular Subjet of this Kingdome, 
crying out againſt an oppreſſion, by which every Member of that Body is equally woun- 
ded: and it will prove a matter of ill Conſequence, that the univerſality of the people 
ſhould have occaſion miniſtred and continued to them, to be apprehenſive of utmoſt dan- 
ger from the Crown, from whence they of right expe protection, 


V. 

The Commons Exhibited Artictes of Impeachment againſt the ſaid Earl, before any againſt 
the Five other Lords, and demanded Judgement upon thoſe Articles : wherevpon, your 
Lordſhips having appointed the Trial of the ſaid Earl to be before that of the other Five 
Lords : Now your Lordſhips having ſince inverted that Order, gives a great cauſe of 
doubt to the Houſe of Commons, and raiſes a jealouſic in the Hearts of all the Commons of 
England, that, if they ſhould proceed to the Tryal of the ſaid Five Lords in the firſt place, not 
onely Juſtice will be obſtructed in the Caſe of thoſe Lords, but that they ſhall never have right 
done them in the matter of this Plea of Pardon, which is of ſo fatal conſequence to the 
whole Kingdome, and a new device to fruſtrate publick Juſtice in Parliament, 


Which Reaſons and Matters being duely weighed by your Lordſhips, the Commons 
doubt not but your Lordſhips will receive ſatisfaftion concerning their Propoſitions and 
Proceedings; and will agree, that the Commons ought not, nor can, without deſerting 
their Truſt, depart from their former Vote communicated to your Lordſhips; Thr the 
Lords Spiritual ought not to have any Vote in any proceedings againſt the Lords "in the 
Tower ; and when that matter ſhalt be ſetled, andthe Methods of Proceeding adjuſted, the 
Commons ſhall then be ready to proceed upon the Tryal of the Earl of Danby, (againſt whom 
PH x0-wg demanded JuNment) and afterwards to the Tryal of the other Five Lords 
in the 1O0Wer, 


\ 
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* The Narrative and Reaſens delivered at the Confe- 
rence yeſterday with the Houſe of Commons were 
again read, and after a long debate, the Vote of this 
Houſe dated the 13th of May inftapt, and the Expla- 
, nation thereupon dated the 14th inſtant, were read, and 
the Queſtion was pur, whether co infiſt upon theſe Votes 
concerning the Lords Spiritual, and it was reſolyed in 
the Affirmative. 


DISSENTERS Preſent. 


Buckingham. Newport 
Huntington. Say and Seal. 
ent. | P. Wharton. 
Shaftsbury, P. R. LeiceSter. 
Bedford. Scarſdale 
Winchefter. 

Rocheſter. 

North, and Grey. Delamer. 
Suffolk. Howard. 

7. Lovelace. Paget, 
Townſhend. Clare. 
Herbert. ; 

Gray. 


Stamford, 
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ORASMUCH as theſe Kingdoms of Z»g/and and Jre- 
land, by the wonderful Providenee of Almighty God, ma- 
iny years ſince have been delivered from the ſlavery and ſu- 

ition of Popery, which had deſpoiled the King of his 

Soveraign Power, for that it did and doth advance the Pope of Rome 
to a Power over Soveraign Princes, and makes him Monarch of the 

Univerſe, and doth withdraw the Subjects from their Allegiance, by 

ended Abſolutions from all former Oaths and Obligations to their 
wful Soveraign, and by many Superſtitions and Immoroſities hath 
quite ſubverted the Ends of the Chriſtian Religion ; but notwith- 


ſtanding that Popery hath been long ſince Condemned, by the Lav's . 


and Statutes of this Realm, for the deteſtable Dofrine and Traytorous 
Attempts of its Adhereats, againſt the lives of their Lawful Soveraigns, 


Kings and Queens of theſe Realms, yet the Emiſfaries, Prieſts andAgen's , 


for the Pope of Rome reſorting into this Kingdom of England 1n 
great numbers, contrary to the known Laws thereof, have for lever! 
years laſt ho as well by their own Deviliſh As and Policies, «5 
by Counſel and Affiſtance of Foreign Princes and Prelates, know n 
Enemies to theſe Nations, contrived and carried on a moſt horrid 
and Execrable Conſpiracy to deſtroy and murder the perſon of his 
Sacred Majeſty, and to ſubvert the ancient Government of thele 
Realms, and to. expirate the Proteſtant Religion, and Maſſacre the 
true Profeſſors thereof : And for the better cffefting their Wicked De- 
fiens, and encouraging. their Villanous Accomplices, they heve 
Traytoroufly ſeduced Fames Duke of York, preſumptive Heir of 
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theſe Crowns, to the Communion of the Church of Rowe; and have 
induced him to enter into ſeveral Negotiations with the Pope, his 
Cardinals and Nuneios, for promoting the Romiſh Church and Inte- 
reft, and by his means and procurement have advanced the Power 
and Greatneſs of the French King to the manifeſt hazard of theſe 
Kingdoms, That by the deſcent of theſe Crowns upon a Papiſt, and 
by Foreiga Alliances and Aſſiſtance, they may be able to lucceed 
in their Wicked and Villanous Deſigns. And for as much as the 
Parliaments of Eng/and, according to the Laws and Statutes thereof, 
have heretofore for great and weighty Reaſons of State, and for the 
Pablick Good and Common Intercſt of this Kingdom, direted and 
limited the Succeſſion of the Crown in other manner than of courie 
it would otherwiſe have gone , but never had ſuch important and 
urgent Reaſons as at this time pre(s and require their uſing of their 
ſaid extraordznary Power in, that behalf, Be it rherefore Enacted by 
the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and con- 
ſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons in this 
Parliament, Afſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame. And it 
is hereby Enacted accordingly, That Fames Duke of York, Albany 
and U/ſter, (having departed openly from the Church of Exg/asd, 
and-having publickly profeſſed and owned the Popiſh Religion, which 
hath notoriouſly given birth and life to the moſt Damnable and Hel- 
liſh Plot, by the moſt gracious Providence of. God lately brought to 
light)ſhall be excluded and diſabled; and is hereby excluded and diſabled 
for ever from poſleſſing, haying, holding, inheriting, or enjoying the Im- 
perialCrowns and Governments of this Realm,and thele Kingdoms,and 
of all Territories, Countries, and Dominions, now or which ſhall here- 
after be under his Majeſty's ſubje&tion, and of and from all Titles, 
Rights, Prerogatives, and Revenues with the ſaid Crowns, now or 
hereafter to be enjoyed, and that upon the demiſe or death of his 
Majeſty, without Heirs of his Body, (whom God long preſerve), the 
Crowns and Governments of this Kingdoms, and all Territories, 
Countries, and Dominitons, now or which ſhall hereafter be under 
his Majeſties ſubjeRion, with all the Rights, Prerogatives, and Re- 
venues therewith, of Right enjoyed, and to be enjoyed, ſhall de- 
volve and come upon ſuch perſon who ſhall be next Lawful Heir of 
the ſame, and who ſhall have always been truly and profeſledly of the 
Proteſtant Religion now eſtabliſhed by Law within this Kingdom, as 
if the ſaid Duke of York were actually dead; and that whatever 
Att of Soveraign Power the ſaid Duke of York ſhall at any time 
Ere& er Exercile, (hall be taken, deemed, and adjudged, and are 
hereby declared, and Enacted High Treaſon, and to be puniſhed ac- 
cordingly. 

And foraſmuch as the peace, ſafety, and well-being of theſe King- 
doms do fo intirely depend upon the due execution of, and obedience 
to this Law, be it further Ena@ed by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
if any Perſon ſhall in any wile at any time during the Kings Life, 
(which God preſerve) or after his demiſe or deceaſe, aid, affiſt, 
counſel, or hold Correſpondence with the ſaid Duke of York, (who 


b 


+ nes (22) 
is, and ovght to be eſteemed a perpetual Enemy to theſe Kingdoms 
and Goverarnents,) cither within theſe Kingdoms, or out of them ; 
or ſhall endeavour or comrive his return into either of them, or into 
any of the Territories or Dominicns of the ſame, or ſhall, during the 
Kings Life, publiſh or declare him to be the Lawful, or rightful Suc- 
ceflor apparent, preſumprive, or other Heir to the Crown of Znglaxd, 
or ſhall after the demiſe, or deceale of the King that now is, proclaim, 
publiſh, or declare the ſaid Duke of Tork to be King, or to have Right 
or Title to the Crown or Government of Exg/«nd or Ireland, or ſhall 
by Word, Writing, or Printing, maintain or aflert that he hath any 
manner of Right or Title to the Crown, or Government of theſe King- 
doms, and ſhall be therefore Convitt upon the Evidence of two or 
more lawful and credible Witneſſes ſhall be adjudged guilty of High 
Treaſon, and ſhall ſuffer and forfeit as in caſes of High Treaſon. 

And foraſmuch as the ſaid Duke's return, or coming intoany of the 
aforeſaid Kingdoms, Countries, Territories, or Dominions, will na- 
turally conduce to bring vaft miſchiefs, and all the evil hereby provi- 
ded againſt upon them in War and Slaughter, and unſpeakable Cal:mi- 
ties, which therefore the ſaid Duke mu had ory ww to deſign by ſuch 
his return, orcoming into any of the aforeſaid Kingdoms, Countries, 
Territories,orDominions: Be it therefore likewiſeEnaRed,and it is here- 
by EnaRted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if the ſaid Duke do at any 
time hereafter return, or come into any of the aforeſaid Kin S, 
Countries, Territories, of Dominions, . he ſhall be, and is hereby, 
thereupon, and for ſo doing, attainted of High Treafon ; and all man- 
ner of Perſons whatſoever are Oy EN and required, to ap- 
prehend, ſecure, and impriſon his Perſon ; and in caſe of reſiſtance 
made by him, or any of his Accomplices, to fubdue, or impriſon him, 
or them, by force of Arms, 
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The Right Honourable the Earl of Shaftsbury's Speech 
in the Houſe of Lords, March 25. 1679. 


M) Lords, 
OU are appointing of the conſideration of the State of Exgland to be 
taken up in a Committee of the whole Houſe, ſome day next Week. 
I do not know how well what I have to fay may be received, for I 
never ſtudy cither to make my Court well,or to be Popular I always 
ſpeak what I am commanded by the DiQtares of the Spirit within me. 

There are ſome other Conſiderations that concern England fo nearly, that 
without them you will come far ſhort of Safety* and Quiet at home: 
We hare a little Siſter, and ſhe hath no Breaſts, what ſhall we de for our Siſter in 
the day when ſhe ſhall be fioken for © If ſhe be a Wall, we will build on ber a Pa- 
lace of Silver, if ſhe be a Door, we will incloſe ker with boards of Cedar. We have 
ſeveral little Sitters without Breaſts, the French Proteſtant Churches, the two 
R_ of Ireland and Scotland ;, the Foreign Proteſtants, are a Wall, the 
onely Wall and Defence to England ; upon it you may build Palaces of Sil- 
ver, glorious Palaces. The P1oteCtion of the Proteſtants abroad, is the great- 
e(t Power and Security the Crown of Ergland can attain to, and which 
can only help us to give check to the growing greatneſs of France. Scotland 
and Ireland are two Doors, either to let in Good or Miſchief upon us; they 
are much weakened by the Artifice of our cunning Enemies, and we ought 
to incloſe them with boards of Cedar. | 

Popery and Slavery, like two Siſters, go hand in hand, ſometimes one goes 
firſt, ſometimes the other, in a doors, but the other is alwayes following 
cloſe at hand. x 

In England, Popery was tohave brought in Slazery ; in Scotland, Slavery went 
before, and Popery was to follow. | 

I do not think your Lordſhips or the Parliament have Juriſdiction there. 
It is a Noble and Ancient Kingdome 3 they have an illuſtrious Nobility, a 
gallant Gentry, a Learned Clergy, and an Underſtanding, Worthy People 3 
but yet we cannot think of Exg/and as we ought, without refleCting on the 
Condition they are in. They are under the ſame Prince, and the Influence of 
the ſame Favourites and Councils; when they are hardly dealt with, can 
we that are the Richer expect better uſage ? for tis certain, that 1n all Abſolute 
Governments, the pooreſt Countreys arc always moſt favourably dealt with. 

When the Ancient Nobility and Gentry there cannot enjoy their Royal- 
ties, their Shrevaldoms, and their Stewardaries, which they and their Ance- 
ſtors have poſleſſed for ſeveral hundreds of years; but that now they are 
enjoyned by the Lords of the Council to make Deputations of their Authori- 
ties to ſuch as are their known Enemies. 

Can we expet to enjoy our Magna Charta long under the fame Perſons and 
Adminiſtration of Affairs? If theCouncil Tablethere can impriſon any Noble- 
man or Gentleman for ſeveral years, without bringing him to Tryal, or gi- 
ving the leaſt reaſon for what they do; can we expect the ſame men will pre- 
ſerve the Liberty of the Subject here? 
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I will acknowledge, I am not well versd in the particular Laws of 
Scotland ; but this I do know, that all the Northern Countries have, by their 
Laws, an undoubted and inviolable —_ to their Liberties and Proper- 
tiesz vet Scotland hath out-done all the Eaſter» and Southern Countreys, in- 
having their Lives, Liberties and Eſtates ſubje&ted to the Arbitrary Will 
and Pleaſure of thoſe that Govern. They have lately plundered and har- 
rafled the richeſt and wealthieſt Countries of that Kingdom, and breught 
down the baibarous High-Landers to devour them; and all this with- 
out almoſt a colourable pretence to do it : Nor can there be found a reaſon 
of State for what they have done; but that thoſe wicked Miniſters deſigned 
to procure a Rebellion at any Rate, which as they managed, was only pre- 
vented by the miraculous Hand of God, or otherwiſe all the Papiſts in 
Ergland would have been Armed, and the faireſt Opportunity given in 
the juſt time for the Execution of that wicked and Bloudy Deſign the Papiſts 
had ; and it is not poſſible for any man that duely conſiders it, to think 
other, but that thoſe Miniſters that ated that, were as guilty of the Plot, as 
any of the Lords that are in queſtion for it. 

My Lords, I am forced to ſpeak this the plainer, becauſe, till the preſſure 
be fully and clearly taken off from Scotl:znd, *tis not poſſible for me, or any 
thinking man to believe that. good is meant us here. 

We muſt ſtill be upon our guard, apprehending that the Principle 
is not changed at Court, and that theſe men that are ſtill in place and 
Authority, have that Influence upon the mind of our Excellent Prince, 
that he 1s not, nor cannot be that to us, that his own Nature and Good- 
ncſs would incline him to. 

I know your Lordſhips can order nothing in this, but there are thoſe 
that hear me, can put a perfe& Cure to it; until that be done, the Scot- 
tiſh Weed is like Death in the Pot, Mors ix Ola; But there is ſomething 
too, now I canfider, that moſt immediately concerns us 3 their At of 
Twenty two thouſand Men to be ready to invade us upon all occaſions. 
This, I heat, that the Lords of the Council there have treated as they 
do all other Lawes, and expounded it into a ſtanding Army of Six thou- 
fand men. I am ſure we have reaſon and right to beſeech the King that 
that At may be better conſidered in the next Parliament there. I ſhall ſay 
no more for Scotland at this time, I am afraid your Lordſhips will think I 
have ſaid too much, having no concern there 3 But if a Frezch Noble man 
ſhould come to dwell in my Houſe and Family,I ſhould think it concern'd me 
to ask what he did in France: for if he were there a Felon, a Rogue, a 
Plunderer, I ſhould defire him to live elſewhere; and I hope your Lordſhips 
will do the fame thing for the Nation, if you find'the ſame cauſe. 

My Lords, Give me lcave to ſpeak two or three words concerning our other 
Siſter [relard : thither, I hear, 1s ſent Doxglas's Regiment, to ſecure us againſt 
the French. Beſides, I am credibly informed,that the Papiſtshave their Arms re- 
ſtorcd, and the Proteſtants are not many of them yer recovered from being the 
ſuſpected Party 3 the Sea Towns as well as the In-land, are full of Papiſts : 
that Kingdom cannot long continue in the Exgh;fh Hands, if fome better care 
be not taken of it. This 1s in your Power, and there 1s nothing there, bur is 
under your Laws ; therefore I beg that this Kingdom at leaſt may be taken 
in conſideration, together with the ſtate of Ergland: For I am ſure there 
can be no ſafety here, if theſe Doors be not ſhut up and made ſure. 

| The 
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The- Honourable Mr. Powel's Speech in the Houſ: of 
Commons, upon the Earl of Danby's Impeachment, 
Pardon, and Plea. 4 


Mr. Speaker, 
|| Should have been pleaſed to have heard ( ſomewhat omitted ) needful 


to have been ſpoken unto, from ſome other Member of this Houſe ra- 
ther than my ſelf; it is concerning the Earl of Danby, who ſtands Im- 
peached by the Commons of Erglard, of High Treaſon. 
| ay Perſon, ro whom we owe the Dangers and Fears of the French King 
againſt us. 
The Perſon, to whom we owe the Threats and ſevere Anſwers to thoſe 
humble Addreflcs we made the laſt Sefſfiors of Parliament. 
The Perſon, to whom we owe the Ruines of this Nation, and Exhaulting 
the King's Revenue. 
The Perſon, to whom we owe the Expence of 200000 . and upwards, 
within a year, unaccounted for. 
The Perſon, to whom we owe the many Prorogations that, hapned in the 
laſt Parliament, when many profitable Bills were ready for pafling. 
The Perſon, to whom we owe the raifing of a ſtanding Army, to be kept 
* up by the Receipt of (ix Millions of Livres yearly, for three years together, 
P to enflave us and our Religion. 


The Perſon, to whom we owe the late Bone that was thrown in the fitting 
of the laſt Parliament, to hinder the good Iflue that might have come by their 
Proceedings; who is now laying down his Staff, and making up his Accounts 
in the Treaſury as he pleaſcth. to inrich himſelf out of the Spoiles of the Peo- 
ple, and fo depart. | 

My humble Motion is, that a Meſſage be ſent immediately to the Lords from 
the Commons of Englard, to defiretheir Lordſhips, that Thomas Earl of Danby 
be immediately committed to ſafe Cuſtody ; 'he being umpeached by the 
Commons of Erg/end of High Treaſon. 
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An'account of the As expired April 4, 16748 


R. Pealmes reports from the Committee appointed to-infpe& the Tem- 
M porary Laws, that will expire with this Scfſions of Parliament, that 
the Committee had agreed upon a Report which he read in his Place, and af- 
terwards delivered in the ſame at the Clerks Table, where the ſame was read, 
and is as followeth. 0! | | 

13 Car. 2. C.8. An AQ for providing neceſlary Carriages for his Majeſty 
in his Royal Progreſs and Removals. | 

13 14 Carol. 2.C. 2. An A for Repairing the High-wayes and Sewers, and 
paving and keeping clean the Streets in and about the Cities of London and 

eſtminſter, and for reforming of Annoyances and Diſorders in the Streets of, 
and Places adjacent to the ſaid Citics, and for the Regulating and Licenſing 
of Hackney-Coaches, and for Enlargirg of ſeveral ſtreight and inconvenicnt 
Streers and Paſlages. | 

Ibid. C. 6. An A for Enlarging and Repairing common High-wayes. 

Thid. C.g. An A@ for Reheving of poor and maimed Officers and Souldiers, 
who have faithfully ſerved his Majeſty, and his Royal Father in the late 
Wars: | | 

Ibid. C. 12. An A for the better Relieving of the Poor. of this Kingdom; 
excepting what relates unto Corporations mentioned and conſtituted thereby 


- Tb;d. C.' 20. An A& for providing of Carriage by Land agd by Water, for 
the uſe of his Majeſties Navy and Ordnance. hes 2/1 
 Thid. C. 21. An A@for' preventing the unneceſſary Charge of Sheriffs,and 
for Eaſe in paſſing their Accompts. 

1h;d. C. 32. An AG for the Regulating of the Manufafture of Broad Wool- 
len Cloath, within the Weſt Riding of the County of Tork. | 

Ibid. C.33.,An A& for preventing Abuſes in printing Seditious and Treaſo- 
nable and 7 Med Books and Paropblers, and for regulating of Printing 
and Printing Prefles. TS, 

15. Carol. 2. C. 5. An Att for Regulating Selett Veſtryes. | 
. 17. Car. 2.C. 4. An Act for Continuance of a former AQ for regulating the 

rels, | 

18. Car. 2. C. 2. An AC againſt importing Cattel from Ireland, and other 

Parts beyond the Seas, and Fiſh taken by Foreigners. 


